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MAIN FEATURES

NUMBER OF DWELLING UNITS APPROYVED

Meay 1995 to April 1996 to

AMay: April Atay My 1996 May! 596
1995 1996 1996 change change
Original series 589 430 505 -14.3% 17.4%%
Seasonally adjusted S90 452 479 -18.8% 6.0%
Trend estimate 570 454 459 -19.5%; L1%
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Residential building * The value of new residential building approved was $40.8
million this month, an increase of 27.9% [rom last month.
* The trend for the total number of dwelling unit approvals
in May incrcased 1. 1%. Tlus lollows an increase of 0.5% ¢ The value of alterations and additions 1o residential build-

ings was $10.0 million.

Non-residentiai building

The value ol non-residential projects approved in May was
$143.6 million. There were 5 projects in the $5 million
and over category and 3 projects in the $1 million to $3
million category. One shopping ceire project, valued at
$110 mullion has been included under 3 categories, shops
($81 million). othier business premiscs ($22 million) and
citertainment and recreational ($7 million).

in April.

 The trend for the number of private sector houscs
approved increased by 2.2 %4, Tlus follows incrcases of
L.5% in April and 1.5% in March.

o In onginal (unadjusied) figures the number of dwelling
units approved was 305. Of the 1otal. 464 were private
scetor houses. This is the highest munber of privite sector
liouses approved since August 1995,
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would be classified to Factories. An exception to this rule is
the treatment of group accomingdation buildings e.g. astudent
accommodation building on a university campus would be
classilicd 10 Educational.

Seasonal adjustment

16, Scasonal adjustment is a mcans of removing the
estimated effects of normal scasonal variation from the series
so that the elfects of other influences on the serics may be more
clearly recognised.

17. Table 3 shows seasonally adjusied estimates for both
private aud total dwellings. For the four scries shown. account
has been taken of normal scasenal factors and “trading day’
effects (arising from the varying numbers ol Sundays.
Mondays. Tuesdays et¢. in (he month) and the effect of
movemei in the date of Easter which miay | in successive yeatrs,
affect figurcs for differcatl months.

18. Scasonal adjustment procedures do not aim (o remove
the irregular or non-scasonal influences which may be present
in any particular month. such as the elfect of the approval of
large projects or as a conscquence of the admimstrative
arrangements of approving authorities. These irregular
influences that are lughly volatile can make it difficult to
interpret the movernent of the series even alier adjustment for
seasonal varation.

19, Most of the component scrics have been seasonally
adjusted independently. Therelore. the adjusted componenis
may ol add to the adjusted totals. Further. the diffcrence
betwveen independently scasonally adjusted scrics does not
neecssarily produce series which are oplimum or even
adequale adjustments of the similarly derived original series.
Thus the figures which can be deoved by subiracting
seasonally adjusted private sector dwelling unils from the
scasonally adjusted total should not be used to represent
scasonally adjusted public sector dwelling units.

20. As happens with all scasonally adjusted scrics, the
scasonal factlors are reviewed annually (o take account of each
additional year's data. For Building Approvals, the results of
the latest review arc shown in the July issuc cach year. Further
infonination about seasonal adjustment can be obtained from
the Assistant Director of Time Serics Analysis. Canberra, on
{06) 252 6345,

Trend estimates

2zl Seasonally adjusted series can be smoothed to reduce
the impact of the irrcgular component in the adjusted series.
This smoothed seasonally adjusted series is called a trend
cstisnate.

22, Table 3 shows trend ¢stimates for both private and total
dwellings. These are oblained by applying a I3-lerm
Henderson—weighted moving average to all montlis of the
respective scasonally adjusted scries except (e fast six months,
Trend series are crealed for the last six months by applying
surrogates of the Henderson moving average to the seasonally
adjusted wme seres. For further information, sce 4 Guide to
Interpreting Time Series — Monitoring “Trends " an Overview

(1348.0).

23, While the smoothing technique described in
paragraphs 21 and 22 enables trend cstimates 1o be produced
[or the Tatest few months. it docs result in revisions to the trend
estintates as new data become available. Generally. revisions
become sinaller over time and after three months. usually have
a uegligible impact on the scries. Revisions (o (he original data
and re-analysis of seasonal factors may also lead to revisions
to the trend.

14

Estimates at constant prices

24, Estimales of the quarterly value of building approvals
at average [989-90 prices arc presenied in Tabic 4. (Note:
monthly value dala at constant prices arc not available.)

23. Constant price cstimales measure changes in value
after the dircet elfects of price changes have been climinated.
The deflators used fo revaluc the current price estimales are
derived from the same price data underlyving the deflators
compiled for the dwelling and non-dwclling construction
components of the national accounts aggregate “Gross fixed
capital expenditure”.

20. Estimales at conslanl prices are subject {0 a number of
approximations and assunplions. Further infermation on the
nature and concepis of constant price estinates is contained in
Chapter 4 ol Austratian National :Lccounts | Concepts, Sources
and Meiftods (3216.0).

Australian Standard Geographical Classification (ASGC)

27. Arca statistics are now being classificd to the
Australian Standard Geographical Classification, Edition 2.3
{1216.0) and ASGC terininology has been adopled in the
prescntation of building statistics.

Unpublished data and related publications

28. The ABS can also make available cenain building
approvals data which arc not published. Where it is not
pragticable to provide the required information by (¢icphone,
data can be provided in the following forms: microfiche,
photocopy. computcr printoul and clerically extracied
tabulation. A charge may be made for providing unpublished
information in thesc lorms.

29, Other ABS publications which may be of interest
include:

Building dpprovals, Austrafia (8731.0) - issued monthly

Dwelling Unit Commencements Reported by Approving
Authorities, South Australia (8741.4)  issucd monthly

Building :Activity, Austraflia: Dwelling Unit Conmence-
ments, Preliminary (8750.0} — issued quarterly

Building Activity, South Australia (8752 4) — issucd quaderly

30. Current publications produced by tle ABS arc listed
in the Catalogue of Publications and Products, Australia
(1101.0). The ABS also issucs. on Tucsdays and Fridays, a
Release Advice ( 1105 0)which lists publicatsons 1o be released
in the next few days. The Catalogue and Relcasc Advice are
available [rom any ABS office.

Symbols and other usages

— nil or rounded to zcro

r {igure or scrics revised since previous issuc
n.a. not avaitable
31. Wihere figures have been rounded. discrepancics may

occur between sums of (he component itcms and totals.

P.M. GARDNER
Deputy Commonyyealth Statistician
and Government Statist



RELIABILITY OF CONTEMPORARY TREND ESTIMATES
The tables below present trend estimates of selected building approvals serics (or the six months December 1995 10 May 1996,

Analysis of building approvals scrics has shown (hat the original scrics can be volatile and (hat (he initial cstimates of a month's trend
value can be reviscd substantially. [n particular. some months can clapse before a turning point in the irend scrics is identified reliably .
Generally. the size of revisions to the trend estimates tends to be larger, the greater the volatility of the original series. Revisions to
trend cstimates will also occur with revisions 1o original data and re-estimation of scasonal adjusunent factors. See paragraphs 21 (o
23 of the Explanatory Notes for more information.

To illustrate the possible impact of future months obscrvations on the trend estimates for the latest months. the tables below show the
revisions (o the trend estimates which would result if the movemcenis in tlie seasonally adjusied estimates for next month (June 1996)
were 10 equal the average absolule monthly percentage change in the serics over the last {en vears.

Forexample. if the scasonally adjusted estimate for the munber of private sector houscs approved (the first table below) were to incrcase
by 10% in June 1996, the trend estimate for that monih would be 435, a movement of 1.7%. The movements in the trend estimates for
March. April and May which are currently estimated 1o be 1.5%. 1.5% and 2 3% respectively, would be revised to 2.5%. 2.8% and
2.9%. On the other hand, a 10% seasonally adjusted decline in the number of private scclor houses approved in June 1996 would
produce a trend estimale [or June of 401, a movement of —1.0%, with the movements in the trend estitates for March. April and May
being revised to 1.2%, 0.7% and 0.4% respectively.

NUMBER OF PRIVATE SECTOR [IOUSES APPROVED
RELIABILITY OF TREND ESTIMATES

Revised trend estimate if June 1996
seayonally adiusted estimate

Trend estimate ivaep 186 em May 1996 15 down [0% on May 1996
%% change on % chunge on % change on
No. previous month No, previous meontht No. previous month
1995—
December 396 -2.4 395 -2.7 356 -2.3
1996—
Tanuwary 393 -4).9 390 =101 93 -0.8
February %6 0.8 395 1.1 396 0.7
March 402 L5 404 25 401 1.2
April 408 1.5 415 28 404 0.7
May 417 23 427 29 4058 0.4
June .y.a. ny.a. 435 1.7 401 -1.0
TOTAL NUMBER OF DAWELLING UNITS APPROVED
RELTABILITY OF TREND ESTIMATES
Revised trend estimate 1f Jine 1996
seasorally adfusted estimate
Trend estimaie iy up 1% on May 1996 is down 1% on May 1996
Y change on % charige on % change on
No. previous month No. previons month No, previows nionth
1995—
December 486 6.0 484 -6.4 486 6.0
1996—-January 464 4.6 460 =50 464 4.6
February 454 22 452 -1.8 454 -2.2
March 452 -0.4 457 1.2 453 .2
April 454 0.5 468 22 452 -0.2
Ray 459 1.1 480 26 450 0.4

June nLy.a. ny.a. 492 25 447 .6




NEW OTIIER RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS APPROYED

PRIVATE SECTOR
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TABLE 2. VALUE OF BUILDING APPROVED

($ million)
New residensial building
Alrerations
and  Non-residennial
Houses Other residential buildings Total additions alding Toral building
o
Private  Public Private  Public Private  Pubiic residential  Privare Private
Period sectar  sector Towal  sector  secior Total sector  secior Total butidings secior Total secior Toral
ADELAIDE STATISTICAL DIVISION

1962-93 500.9 206 521.6 98.0 i9.1 1171 5089 397 638.6 111.4 1328 3459 8408 1,096.0

1993-94 4943 257 5200 863 170 1033 3B0.6 427 6233 98.7 1672 314.2 8460  1,036.2

1994-95 420.2 267 4469 R7T 6.9 946 5080 335 541.5 95.0 1812 3931 7825 1,024.5

159445

Joly-May - 3929 236 416.5 R29 6.8 89.6 4758 303 506.1 882 152.2 359.0 7150 93313

1995-96

July-May 234.3 13.0 472 451 1% 471 2194 149 2943 85.6 2937 4290 6583 208.9

1995—

Mairch 362 4.3 40.6 a8 n3 11 46.0 47 508 10! 13.1 68.6 692 129.5

April 221 1.5 38 24 — 24 245 1.5 259 4.9 17.1 20.1 485 110.9

May 278 0 98 29 03 32 307 23 330 7.0 i63 26.1 538 66.1

June 27.3 i1 30.4 4.9 01 50 322 32 354 6.8 290 341 &7.6 16.2

July 24.0 LI 251 6.4 04 6.8 304 15 319 7.7 10 290 59.1 68.6

August 294 30 324 2.2 03 25 ile i3 349 3.9 14.0 262 544 701
' Seprember 2338 7 26.5 51 1.1 62 28.9 kR 327 9.4 19.5 277 378 69.8
i October 227 0.6 234 41 — 4.1 268 06 274 83 337 628 686 98.4

November 184 2l 18.3 81 — g1 265 01 26.6 7.6 83 268 42.4 61.0

December 177 08 18.5 37 — 37 213 08 222 6.5 24 207 373 494

1996—

January 16.9 05 17.4 32 01 34 201 0.6 208 7.1 19.% 2840 470 559

February 132 18 210 59 — 59 250 18 268 64 9.4 145 407 477

March 19.6 0.5 20.1 3.6 — 16 232 0.5 237 8.9 11.7 132 43.7 65.7

April 18.2 04 18.6 1.9 — 189 201 0.4 20,8 6.3 143 23.2 41.2 50.5

May 343 1.3 257 1.1 — 1.1 254 1.3 26.7 g1 1327 1369 166.1 1ms

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

1992-93 691.4 223 713.7 106.4 208 127.3 797.8 431 8409 132.6 174.0 4iR 4 1,101.% 1,391.%

199394 695.1 2135 7.6 58,5 178 1163 793.6 453 2389 122.2 2084 3752 1,1228 1,3363

1994-95 505.8 210 6328 98.4 85 1069 704.2 355 739.7 119.9 244.7 4932 10654 13528

1994-95

July-May 564.5 23.9 5884 92.8 84 1012 6573 323 633.6 110.7 2087 4453 9738 1,243.6

1995-96

July-May 366.7 13.2 39 53.2 19 551 4199 151 435.0 108.6 3752 539.3 903.1 1,089

19905—

March 541 45 385 t1.2 05 11.7 653 5.0 70.2 126 9.5 78.1 965 1609

April 321 13 386 238 — 28 349 1.5 354 6.6 254 893 66.8 1322

May 4.4 2.1 42.5 32 0.6 38 436 2.7 46.3 9.3 202 354 728 9l

June 41.3 3 444 56 01 57 46.9 32 501 92 359 479 491.6 107.2

July 367 11 79 7.0 0.4 74 437 1.5 452 9.0 2350 36.3 778 40.6

August 45.5 X)) 485 3.4 0.3 ig 485 33 523 11.2 18.2 315 78.2 94.9

September 356 2.7 382 57 11 68 413 38 450 121 223 31l 757 BE.2

October 339 0.6 3486 46 — 4.6 385 06 392 10.4 375 69.2 863 118.8

November 313 0.1 14 9.5 — 9.5 40.7 0.1 4038 10.3 11.8 331 629 B4.2

December 291 1.0 30.1 4.4 — 44 335 10 345 8.9 134 36.1 556 79.5

1996—

January 25.2 0.5 257 33 0.1 3.5 286 06 292 8.5 553 64.4 92.3 1021

February 30.9 1.8 23 6.9 — 6.9 173 18 306 84 113 16.5 57.2 64.5

March T [ 312 4.4 — 44 360 as 36.5 114 %6 499 738 978

April 293 0.4 29.7 22 —_ 22 115 04 319 &5 17.6 275 515 679

May 316 1.4 B9 1B — 18 39.4 14 408 10,0 1363 143.6 185.6 194.3
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TABLE 1. DWELLING UNITS APPROVED

New haouses New other residential buildings Torad (o)
Private Public Private Pubfic Conversions, Private Public
Feriod secior sector Taral secror sector Toral ete. secior sector Toral
ADELAIDE STATISTICAL DIVISION

1992-93 6,843 352 7,195 1.647 386 2.033 20 2,510 738 9248
1993-94 6,587 401 6,983 1,342 286 1,628 15 7.944 687 #,631
L 39445 5,256 g4 5.640 1,213 120 1,333 59 6,513 517 7032
1994-95

July-May 4,926 343 5,269 1,14 118 1,259 39 6,113 474 6,587
1955-96

July-May 2,78% 174 2962 627 29 656 41 3,436 20 3,659
—955—

March 444 66 510 126 4 130 2 572 70 642
April 264 22 286 44 — 4{ 5 309 22 i3]
May e 13 357 45 3 51 3 377 34 411
June 330 41 EXdl 72 2 74 — 402 43 445
July 284 18 302 92 & 10¢ 3 379 26 405
August 353 44 387 33 4 a7 4 390 48 438
September 275 30 305 74 15 &9 24 373 45 418
Octaber 253 7 70 90 - L1+ — 353 7 3160
November 212 2 214 110 — 110 — 322 2 324
December 202 12 214 5t — 51 5 258 12 210
1996—

January 197 204 42 2 44 1 240 9 249
February 243 25 268 30 — 50 1 294 25 39
March 224 5 229 3 — 31 3 258 3 263
April 230 6 238 37 — 37 — 267 3 7
May ips 1% 323 i7 —_ E7 — 323 18 344

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

1992-93 2710 377 10,087 1 ROG 416 2,223 29 11,548 793 12,341
1993-94 9470 431 9901 L.559 299 1,858 18 11,046 73l 11,777
1994.95 7757 390 8,147 1,387 151 1,338 77 9204 554 9,762
1994-95

July-May 7,244 340 7,503 1,304 149 1,453 K] 8,605 511 4,116
1995-96

Juty-May 4527 176 4,703 748 29 777 52 5327 205 5532
1995

March 681 66 747 154 7 161 5 840 3 913
Aprl 403 22 425 50 - 50 & 459 22 43]
Mzy 493 kin) 523 52 10 62 4 549 40 589
June 513 41 554 83 2 RS 7 803 43 sdé
July 445 1% 463 12 8 110 3 350 26 576
August 564 44 608 34 4 58 5 623 48 671
September 437 30 467 &5 15 106 25 547 43 392
October 415 7 422 96 — 96 1 512 7 519
November 388 2 3% 133 — 133 4 525 2 527
December 354 13 167 61 — 3% & 421 13 434
1996—

January 293 7 06 44 2 46 3 kRS 9 355
February 393 25 418 66 — 66 2 461 23 486
March 3B8 5 393 41 — 41 3 431 5 437
April 380 6 386 44 — 44 — 424 6 430
May 464 14 483 22 — 22 -— 486 1¢ 505

{a) Includes Conversions, etc. See paragraphs 10-12 of the Explanatory Notes.



TABLE 5. VALUE OF BUILDING APPROVED, BY CLASS OF BUILDING AND OWNERSHIP

{$ millien}

Class of busiding July-May 1996

1993.94 1924-95 1994.95 1995-96 March April May

PRIVATE SECTOR
New houses 695.1 6058 564.5 366.7 31.7 293 378
New other residential buiidings 98.5 984 928 332 4.4 22 18
Total new restdential budlding 7936 704.2 6573 fi8.9 36.8 313 3¢ 4
Alterations and additions to
residential buildings 1207 li6é 1178 107.9 11.4 8.5 99
Hotels, etc. 5.0 42 9 181 7.3 0.2 0.3
Shops 40.8 513 4.6 1173 L5 7 873
Factogies 182 250 219 238 28 ng 1.2
Offices 391 343 332 321 56 4.4 6.8
{Other business premises 248 592 508 726 2.0 3.0 29.8
Educationai 18.2 17.3 131 158 1.3 1.4 0.4
Religious 1.9 30 29 2 02 0.2 0.2
Health 269 26.5 16.7 41.8 0.6 35 0.3
Entertainment and recrealional 15.% 27 4.7 223 50 0.9 72
Miscellaneous 17.6 14.0 127 8.6 03 0.5 2
Total non-residendal building 208.4 2447 2087 3752 26.6 76 i3s3
Total 1,122.8 1,065.4 9738 903.1 73.9 7.5 185.6
PUBLIC SECTOR
New houses 275 270 239 13.2 0.5 0.4 1.4
New other residential buildings 17.8 2.5 84 1.9 - — —
Tatal new residensial budiding 453 355 3213 5.4 0.5 0.4 1.4
Alterarions and additiens to
residential buildings 135 33 23 0.7 — — —
Hotels, etc. i3] 0.4 04 — — — —
Shops 30 3l 30 7.9 04 53 1.7
Factories 32 55 55 6.7 - — 0.7
Cffices 5.0 923 915 423 120 28 0.2
Other business premises 7.0 13.2 127 137 6.8 — —
Educational 10¢:.2 9235 899 411 32 0. 30
Religious — — — 1.0 . — 1.0
Health 9.5 160 92 24 —_ 0.8 0.5
Ententainmenr and recreationsl 44 2.7 B9 32 09 0.1 —
Miscellansous 136 155 155 398 — — 0.3
Total non-residential building 166.8 2486 2366 164.0 233 s 7.3
Total 2135 2874 271.8 179.8 238 10.3 8.7
TOTAL

New houses 7226 6328 5884 3799 322 297 LX)
New other residential buildings 116.3 166.9 1012 55.1 4.4 22 1.8
Totol new residential buslding 8389 739.7 689.6 4350 365 3ip 468
Alterstions and additions to
residential buildings 122.2 1199 110.7 108.6 11.4 85 10.0
Hotels, etc. 59 47 44 181 73 02 0.3
Shops 438 544 437 1252 1.9 2.0 29.0
Factories 213 306 284 30.5 2.9 0.8 1.9
Offices 64.1 126.8 1248 94.4 17.6 7.1 7.0
Other business premises kI | 724 635 864 3.3 30 268
Educational 118.4 109.7 105.0 56.% 4.5 2.4 3.3
Religious 19 3.0 28 37 0.2 0.2 12
Health 364 426 259 50.2 6.6 43 0.8
Entertainment and recreational 204 19.4 18.6 255 5.9 LD 7.2
Miscellaneous 312 29.6 282 483 0.3 0.5 32
Total non-residential building 3752 493.2 445.3 3303 49.9 27.5 1436
Totad 1,336.3 1,352.8 1,245.6 1,082.9 97.8 67.9 1943




TABLE 3. NUMBER OF DWELLING UNITS (a) APPROVED
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED AND TREND ESTIMATES (b)

Houses Toral
Private Private
seclor Total sector Toral

Seasonally Frend Seasonally Trend Seasonally Trend Seasonaliy Trend
FPeriod adfusted estimate adjusted estimare adjusted estimate adiusted estimate
jges—
March — 560 — %0 — 672 812 700
April —_ 516 — 543 e 609 523 a37
May — 480 — 505 — 561 551 591
June —_ 456 — 483 — 535 550 570
Jaty —_ 441 — 473 — 528 532 569
August — 435 — 467 — 533 588 574
Seplember — 429 — 459 — 532 659 568
October — 412 — 444 — 520 351 550
November — 406 — 425 — 496 475 517
December — 396 — 410 - 472 492 486
1896—
January — 393 — 403 — 455 2407 464
February — 396 — 405 -— 446 504 454
March — 402 — 411 — 443 430 452
April — 408 — 417 — 444 452 454
May — 417 — 426 — 47 479 459

(2} Includes Conversions, etc. See paragraphs 10-12 of the Explanatory Notes. (b} S¢e paragraphs 16-23 of the Explanatory Notes.

TABLE 4. VALUE OF BUILDING APFROVED AT AVERAGE 1985-90 FRICES (2)

(5 million)
Non-residential
New residential building Alterations bualding Toral buslding
and
Hauses addifions
Other [
Private residential residential Private Private
Period sector Total bwldings Total buildings sector Toral sectar Total
1992-93 6527 673.8 119.1 793.0 1251 1636 3%33 1,038.5 13113
1993-94 6289 653.6 107.5 761.1 110.4 194.0 3489 1.023.9 1,205
1994-5 5275 551.0 97.3 64813 104.4 224.5 4525 9449 1.205.2
1994
Dec. qur. 1374 141.7 245 1663 263 533 857 2356 2783
1995—
Mar._ gtr. 1204 128.6 357 164.3 242 399 117.7 2191 306.2
June qtr. 98.5 104.4 11.1 1155 21.7 744 157.5 205.0 2947
Sept. qir. 1019 1078 16.0 1238 279 596 90.0 204.3 2418
Dec. qu. ) 82.6 84.1 16.4 160.4 26.0 56.8 125.5 181.9 2518
1996—
Mar. gqtr. 712 79.7 13.0 ni 248 84.2 1183 199.4 2358

(n) See paragraphs 24 o 26 of the Explanatory Notes. Constant price estimates are subject to revision esch quarter as more up to date information on prices and
commodity compositions becomes available.



TABLE 7. NUMBER AND VALLE OF DWELLING UNITS (a) APPROVED
BY MATERIAL OF OUTER WALLS

MAY 1996
Privare sector Public sector Toral
Vaiue Value Value
Particulars Number 8006 Number (3600) Number 506

ADELAIDE STATISTICAL DIVISION

Houses —
Brick, stone or concrete 13 1.446 — - 15 1446
Brick-veneer 229 18,393 18 1,336 247 19,731
Timber — — — — -—
Fibe cement 1 43 — — 1 43
Steel, aluminium or
other matenals — - _ — _ —
Not stated 6 4.442 — - &0 4,442
Total houses 35 24,325 18 f.336 323 25644
Other residential buildings 17 1084 — 17 1,684
Total residential buildings 322 15,409 18 1,336 Mo 26,745
REST OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA
Houses —
Brick, stone o1 concrere 9 1,476 — — 9 1,476
Brick-veneer g1 7,096 — — 81 7096
Timber w 1.017 1 35 21 1,032
Fibre cement 10 555 — —_ 10 535
Steel, aluminium or
ather materials —_ - — — — _
Not stated 14 1,083 — — 39 3,083
Totai houses 158 13,228 ! 35 pL:1t 3,261
(ther residential buildings 3 75¢ — — 5 750
Total residential buildings 164 13.976 1 35 165 14,011
TOTAL SOUTH AUSTRALIA
Houses —
Brick, stone or copcrete 24 2,922 - 24 2822
Brick-veneer 310 25,491 18 1,336 328 26826
Timber 20 L.a17 1 35 il 1,052
Fibre cement 11 548 — — 11 598
Steel, aluminium or
othet materials — — -— — — —
Not stated 59 7.524 — J— 99 7524
Total houses 164 37,552 19 1,371 483 38922
Gther residential braldings 22 1,834 — - 22 1834
Total reskdential buildings 486 39,388 19 1,371 508 40,756

(8) Comprises new houses and dwelling units in new other residential buildings.

TIRe




TABLE 6. NON-RESIDENTIAL BUILDING JOBS APPROVED, BY CLASS OF BUILDING
AND VALUE SIZE GROUPS

I50.00¢ ro less $200,000 ra less 300,000 1o less £1m to less $5m and
than 32600 000 than $560,000 than §1m than 33m over Total
Vaiue Vailue Value Value Falue Value
Period No. {3m) No. 8m) No. (5m) No. {%m) Ao Bmyj Na. (8m)
HOTELS, ETC.

1996 March 3 03 - — — . — - 1 7.0 4 7.3
Aptil 2 02 — — — — — — — — 2 02

May - — 1 03 — — — — — — 1 .3

SHOPS
1926 March 3 T 2 07 1 0.3 - — — 11 19
April 4 0.4 1 04 2 1.7 3 55 — - 10 B0
May 24 2.5 5 1.6 3 26 1 1.2 1 81.0 34 80.0
FACTCRIES

1996 March 7 0.7 1 0.4 — . 1 L3 —_ — 9 2.9
Aprl 3 0.2 2 06 — - — — —_ — 3 0g

May 6 0.3 2 0.7 1 0.7 - — — - 9 1.4

OFFICES

1996 March 10 %] 7 ] 3 21 3 53 1 1.5 24 17.6
Apiil to 0.9 5 1.2 4 22 2 28 - — 21 7.1

May § 09 2 035 ] 06 — — 1 5.0 12 7.0

OTHER. BUSINESS PREMISES
1996 March 15 14 3 07 1 07 2 6.0 — — 21 88
April 14 1.1 2 04 - — 1 1.5 — - —_ 13 30
May 3 7 i 03 2 14 — — 2 27.5 13 198
EDUCATIONAL
1996 March 2 1 4 1.2 1 0.6 1 2.6 — — 8 4.5
April 2 1} 2 22 - — — — — — 10 2.4
May 1 0.1 1 04 1 06 2 23 — — 5 33
RELIGIOUS

1996 March — 1 0.2 — — - — — — 1 0.2
April — 1 0.2 — — - — — — 1 0.2

May — — 1 1] — —_ L 1.0 — — 2 1.2

HEALTH

1996 March 3 4.3 1 3 — —_ — — — — 4 2.6
April 2 0.3 — — 1 05 1 335 — — 4 43

May ) 0.3 2 0.5 — — —_ — — 4 0.8

ENTERTAINMENT AND RECREATIONAL

1996 March 5 0.7 3 a7 1 0.5 1 4.0 — — 10 59
April 3 0.3 — — 1 07 — — — — 4 1.0

May 3 0.2 — - — — — — 1 7.0 4 72

MISCELLANEQUS

1496 March 3 03 — — — — — — — _— 3 0.3
April 3 02 1 0.2 — — - — — — 4 0.5

May 4 03 3 1.0 — — I 1.8 —_ —- 2 32

TOTAL NON-RESIDENTIAL BUILDING

1996 March 56 5.3 2 59 7 44 8 198 2 14.5 95 48.9
April 39 37 20 33 8 52 7 133 — — 74 275

May 56 57 12 53 8 58 3 6.2 5 120.5 92 143.6
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TABLE 9, NEW DWELLING UNITS (2) APPROVED, BY TYPE AND STATISTICAL DIVISION, MAY 1996

New other residennial tuilding

Semi-detached, row or terrace

houses, rownhouses, efc. of Flats, units or apartmenis in a building of Torat
new
MNew 2 ar more 4 ormare resideniial
Starisacal division houses 1 storey storeys Total  1-2 storeys 3 storeys Storeys Toral Total huilding
NUMBER OF DWELLING UNITS
Adelaide 123 12 5 17 — — - — 17 340
Quter Adelaide 73 — 2 2 — — — — 2 75
Yorke and Lower North 13 — : — — - — . — 13
Murray Lands 22 3 — 3 — — — _ 3 25
South East 24 — — — — — — : — . 24
Evre 10 — - - — - - — —- 1]
Northern 18 — — .- — — — — 18
South Australia 483 15 7 22 — _ — — 22 505
VALUE ($°000)
Adelaide 25,661 726 359 1,084 -— — — — 1,084 26,745
Outer Adelaide 5,682 — 600 600 — — — . 600 6.282
Yorke and Lower North 932 — — — —- — .- — 932
Murray Lards 1,675 is0 — 150 — — — — 150 1,825
South East 1,666 —_ — — - — p— — — 2666
Eyre 973 — - — — —_ — — — 973
Northern 1,332 — — — — —_ — — — 1,332
South Australia 38922 876 959 1,834 — —_ — —_ 1,834 40,756

{a) Excludes Conversions, et¢.
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TABLE 8. SUMMARY OF BUILDING APPROVED BY STATISTICAL DIVISION, MIAY 1996

Dveelting wnits in new residential buildings (a)

Alterations
Crher and
residential addittons
Houses buiidings Toral o Non-
restdential  residential
Value Value Vailue buiidings buiiding Total
Staristical division Number &G0} Number {57006) Number (3000, (8°000) {8 °000) (3000}
PRIVATE SECTOR
Adelaide B 24323 17 1,084 322 25,409 &5 132,633 166,118
Outer Adelaide 72 5.647 2 600 74 6247 648 1,547 B,442
Yorke and Lower North 13 4932 — : 13 911 107 150 1,288
Murray Lands 22 1,675 3 150 25 1825 128 1,235 3,188
South East 24 2666 — — 14 1666 469 53 3,100
Eyte 10 973 — — 10 973 141 230 1,344
Northem 18 1332 - 18 1332 376 306 2,014
South Australia d6d 37,551 22 1,834 486 39,385 9923 136.275 185,584
PUBLIC SECTOR
Adelside 18 1336 — — 18 1,336 30 4253 5618
Outer Adelaide 1 35 — — 1 35 — 1638 2671
Yorke and Lower Notth — — — — - [38 13
Murray Lands — — — — - - — 193 €5
South East — — — — — - - —- -
E}‘Te J— — — J— — J— -

Morthemn — — — — — — — 167 167
South Australia 19 .31 — — 19 1.3M1 30 7316 8,727
TOTAL
Adelnide 323 25661 17 1,084 340 26745 8,085 136,906 171,736
Onuter Adelaide 3 5.682 2 600 75 6,282 648 4.183 11,113
Yorke and Lower North 13 32 — — 13 932 107 388 1,426
Murray Lands 22 1,675 3 150 25 1,823 128 1,428 3,381
South East 24 2,666 - 24 2,666 469 55 3,190
Eyre 10 973 — — 10 973 141 230 1344
Northern 18 1,332 — — 18 1,332 376 412 211
Sonth Anstralis 483 kA brl 2 £.R34 505 40,758 9,953 143,602 194,311

{a) Excludes Conversions, &tc.
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction

This publication contains monthly details of butiding
work approved.

2. For purposes of comparison. it should be noted that
statistics of building approvals are allected from month 1o
month by large projects {e.¢. blocks of {1ats. multi-storey officc
buildings) approved in particular months and also by the
administrative arrangements of goverunent authorities.

Scopre and coverage

3 Stalistics of building work approved are compiled
from:

(a) rpennjls issucd by local autheritics in arcas subject to
building control by those authorities: and

(b)Y contracts let or day labour work authorised by Com-
monwealth. Statc. scmi-government and local govern-
ment authorities:

(c} major building activity which takes place in areas not
subjcct to the normal administrative approval proc-
esses fe.g buildings on remote mine sites).

4 The statistics relate to building activily which includes
constnuction of new buildings, and alterations and additions 1o
existing buildings. Construction aclivily not defined as
building (e.g. construction of roads. bridges. railways,
carthworks efc.) is excluded from this publication. but canbe
found in the ABS publication Ffngineering Construction
Survey (8762.0).

5 In relation to work carried out on existing buildings.
the statistics include details of non-structural renovation and
refurbishinent work and the installation of intcgral building
[ixtures for which building approval was obtaincd.

6. From July 1990, the statistics cover,

(a) all approved new residential building jobs valued at
$10.000 or more {previously $5.000 or more)

(b) approved alterations and additions to residential build-
ings valued at $10,000 or more

{c) all approved non-residential building jobs valued at
$50.000 or more {previously $30.000 or more).

These changes in coverage do not have a siatistically
significant ¢llect on broad building approvals aggregate data.
However, care should be taken in interpreting data {or specific
classes of non-residential building.

Definitions

7 A building is defined as a rigid. lixed and permanent
structure which has a roof. Its intended purposc is primarily 1o
house people, plant, machinery, vehicles, goods or livestock.
Anintegral feature of a building’s design to satisiy its intended
usc, is the provision for regular access by persons.

8. A dwelling unit is defined as a self-contained suite of
rooms. including cooking and bathing facilitics and intended
for long tenn residential use. Units (whether self-contained ot
not) within buildings offcring instilutional care such as
hospitals or temporary accommodation. such as molcls. hostels
and holiday apartments atm not defined as dwelling units, The
value of units of this type is included in the appropriate
category of non-residential buildings™ approved.

9. A residential building is delined as a building
predominantly consisting of onc or more dwclling units.
Residential buildings can be either houscs or other residential
buildings.

(a) A house is defined as a detached building predomi-
nanily uscd for long term residential purposes and
consisting of only one dwelling unit. Thus detached
granny [lats and detached dwelling uniis such as care-
taker's residences associaled witly non-residential
buitdings are defined as houses for the purpose of
thcsc stalistics.

(b)Y An other residential building is defined as a building
which is predominantly used for long term residential
purposes and which conlains {or has attached 10 it)
morc than one dwelling unit fe.g. includes town-
houscs. duplexes. apanmuubmldmg,s clc)).

10 From the January 1995 issue of this publication. the
numbcr of dwelling unils approved as part of allcrations and
additions 1o or conversions ol existing residential or
non-residential buildings and as parl of the consinuction of
non-residential building is shown separatcly in Table | under
the heading of *Conversions. etc.”. and is inciuded in the total
number of dwelling wnits shown in the table. Previously. such
dwellings were only included as a foolnote,

11 In addition. from the January 19935 issuc, the
seasonally adjusied and trend cstimalcs for the number of
dwelling nnils approved. shown in Table 3. include these
comversions. eic. Previously. only dwclling units approved as
part of the construction of new residential buildings were
included in these estimaies.

12, The value of ncw residential buildmg approved
continues 10 exclude the value of dwelling units approved as
part of alicrations and additions (o or conversions of cxisting
residential or von-residential building. Approved building
work rcprescuied by these conversions. etc. jobs continues to
be included in the value of alterations and additions to
residential buildings or in the value of non-residential building
as approprialc.

13. Value data arc derived by aggregation of the estimated
value (when completed) of building work (excluding value of
land and landscaping but including sile preparation) as
reported vn approval documents. For ‘houses’. these estimates
ar¢ usually a rcliable indicator of the completed value of the
building. However. for ‘other residenttai buildings’ and
‘non-residential buildings™ these estimates can differ
significantly from the comnpleted value of the building.

Building classification

14 Ownership of a building is classified as cither Public
Sector or Private Sector according to the sector of the intended
owner of the completed building as evident at the time of
approval. Residential buildings being construcied by private
sector builders under government housing authorily schemes
whereby the authority has contracted, or intends to contract, to
purchase the buildings on or before compiction. are classified
as public seclor.

15. Functional classification of huildings: a building is
classificd according to its intecnded major function. Hence a
building which is ancillary to other buildings or forms a part
ol a group of rclated buildings s classificd to the Tunction of
the building and not to the function of the group as a whole.
An exanple of this can be seen in the treatmient of building
work approved [or a {actory complex. In this case a detached
administration building would be classilied o Offices, a
detached cafeleria building to Shops, while factory buildings
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would be classified to Factorics. An cxceplion to this nue is
the treatiment of group accommodation buildings e.g. a student
accommodation building on a universily campus would be
classified to Educational.

Seasonal adjustment

10. Seasonal adjustment is a means of remioving the
estimaled cffects of normal seasonat variation from the series
so that the clfects of other influences on lic serics may be more
clearly recogniscd.

17, Table 3 shows seasonally adjusted estimates for both
privatc and total dwellings. For the four scries shiown. account
has been taken of normal scasonal factors and “trading day’
effects (arising from the varying nwmbcers of Sundays.
Mondays, Tuesdays ¢tc. in the month) and the cifect of
mevement in the date of Easter which may . in successive years,
affect figures for different months.

18 Seasonal adjustment procedures do not aim to remove
the irregular or non-seasonal influgnces which may be present
in any particular month. such as the effect of the approval of
large projeets or as a consequence of ihe administrative
arrangements of approving authorities. Thesc irregular
influcnces that are lughly volatile can make it difficult to
interpret the movement of the series even afier adjustment for
scasonal varation.

19 Most of the component scrics have been seasonally
adjusted independently. Therefore. the adjusted componenis
may nol add to the adjusted totals. Further. the dilference
between independently scasonally adjusted scrics docs not
necessarily produce senics which are optimum or even
adequate adjustments of the similarly derived original series.
Thus the figures which can be derived by subtracting
scasonally adjusted private sector dwelling units from the
seasonally adjusted total should not be used 1o represeni
seasonally adjusted public scctor dwelling units.

20. As happens with all scasonally adjusted serics, the
seasonal [aclors are reviewed annually 1o take account of each
additional ycar’s data. For Building Approvals, the results of
the latest review are shown in the July issuc cach year. Further
infonmation about seasonal adjustment can be obtained from
the Assistant Director of Time Scrics Analysis. Canberra, on
(06) 252 6345,

Trend estimates

21 Scasonally adjusted series can be sinoothed to reduce
the impact of the irrcgular component in the adjusied sernes.
This smoothed seasonally adjusted series is called a trend
eslimate.

22, Table 3 shows (rend cstimates for both private and total
dwellings. These arc obtaincd by applying a L3-term
Henderson-weighted moving average o all months of the
respective scasonally adjusted scrics except the last six months.
Trend scries are created for the fast six months by applying
surrogates of the Henderson moving average to the seasonally
adjusted time series. For further information. sce A Guide fo
Interpreting Time Series — Monitoring “Trends': an Overview
(1348.0).

23, While the smoothing technique described in
paragraphs 21 and 22 cuables trend cstimates to be produced
for the latest few montls. it docs result in revisions (o (he trend
estimales as new data become available. Generally. revisions
become smaller over time and after three months, usually have
a negligible impact on the series. Revisions to the original data
and re-analysis of seasonal factors may also lcad 1o revisions
(o (he trend.

Estimates at constant prices

24, Estimates of the quarterdy valuc of building approvals
al average 1989-90 prices are presented in Table 4. (Note:
monthly value data at constant prices are no1 availabie.)

23. Constant price estimatcs mcasure changes in value
after the dircet ¢fTects of price changes have been elininated.
The deflators used 1o revalue the currend price estimales are
derived from the same price data underiving the deflators
compiled for the dwelling and non-dwelling construction
components of the national accounts aggregate ‘Gross fixed
capital expenditure”.

20, Estimates at conslani prices arc subject 1o a number of
approxitnations and assumptions, Further information on the
nalure and concepts of constant price cstimales is contained in
Chapter 4 of Australian National Accounts - Concepls, Sources
anrd Methods (5216.0).

Australian Standard Geographical Classitication (ASGC)

27. Arca statistics are now being classified to the
Australian Standard Geographical Classification, Fdition 2.5
(1216.0) and ASGC (erminology has been adopled in the
presentation of building statistics.

Unpublished data and related publications

28. The ABS can also make available cerain building
approvals dala which are not published. Where it is not
practicable to provide the required information by telcphone.,
data can be provided in the following forms: microfiche.
photocopy. compuler printoul and clerically exiracted
tabulation. A charge may be made for providing vupublished
information in these fonus.

29. Other ABS publications which may be of interest
include:

Building Approvals, Australio (873 1.0) — issucd monthly

Dwelfing Unit Conmumencements Reported by Approving
Authorities, South Australia (8741.4) — issued mounthly

Building Activity, Australio: Dwelling Unit Commence-
menty, Prefiminary (8750.0) - issued quarterly

Building Activity, South Austrafio (8752.4) — issucd quarterly

30 Current publications produced by the ABS are listed
in the Catalogue of Publications and Products, Australia
(L101.0). The ABS also issucs. on Tucsdays and Fridays, a
Release Advice ( 1105.0) whichlists publications to be rekeased
in the next few days. The Catalogue and Release Advice are
available front any ABS oflice.

Symbols and other usages

— nil or rounded to zero

r figure or scrics revised since previous issuc
na. not available
31 Where figures have been rounded. discrepancies may

occur between sums of the component ifems and totals,

P.M. GARDNER
Deputy Commonwealth Statistician
and Government Statist
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For more information ...

The ABS publishes a wide range of statistics and other information on Australia’'s economic and
social conditions. Details of what is available in various pubiications and other products can be
found in the ABS Catalegue of Publications and Products avaitabie at all ABS Offices (see
below for contact details).

Information Consultancy Service

Information tailored to special needs of clients can be obtained from the Information Consultancy
- Service available at ABS Offices {see Information Inquiries below for contact details).

ABS Products

A large number of ABS products is available from ABS bookshops (see below Bookshop Sales
for contact details). The ABS also provides a subscription service, you can telephone the ABS
Subscription Service Australia wide toll free on 1800 G2 0608.

National Dlal-a-Statistic Line
0055 86 400

iSteadysom F/L: premium rate 25c/21 4 secs |

This number gives you 24 hour access, 365 days a year, for a range of statistics, including
national accounts, balance of payments, labour force and the CP1.

Electronic Services

A large range of data is available via on-line services, diskette, magnetic tape, tape cartridge
and CO ROM. For more details about our electronic data services, contact any ABS Office (see
below) or e-mail us at:

Keylink STAT.INFO/ABS
X.400 {C-Australia PUB.Telememo,O:ABS FN:STAT,SN:INFQO)
Internet stat.info@abs . telememo.au

of you can visit us on Intemet at; hitp://www statistics.gov.au

Sales and Inquiries

Commonwealth Centre, 55 Currie Street, Adelaide

Regional Offices Information inquiries Bookshop Sales
SYDNEY (02) 268 4811 268 4620
MELBOURNE (03) 8615 7755 96815 7755
BRISBANE (07) 3222 8351 3222 8350
PERTH (09) 360 5140 3605307
ADELAIDE {08} 237 7100 237 7582
HOBART (002} 205 800 205 800
CANBERRA {06) 252 6827 207 0326
OARWIN {08 432 111 432 111
National Office

ACT {06) 252 6007 252 5249
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